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Four chambers of the heart
Sofie Berzon MacKie

on the works of Osnat Ben Dov

The economy of longing

Some days are long, some are short, and the moon fills and wanes.

Light shines through the window illuminating a table in the artist’'s home.
On it are things that could be found in most homes at some point -

five and a half lemons, two corns, a tablecloth, an old book.

These can also be registered as follows:

Half of a lemon, somewhat dried-up

Bedlinen pleats

Pear with a shriveled leaf

Egyptian desert roach

Ruffles of a book page

Eight figs in a bowl

An embroidered napkin folded on top of an embroidered tablecloth
The economy of a longing wrapped in cabbage leaves or a single white egg.

NN e

The world as a place and as an image

Ben-Dov’s work recounts an extended and intimate act of listening,

a long-standing conversation with a still-life set that responds to a life
course bringing and removing from her home- a book and a bowl, an insect,
a wildflower or a cultivated flower, glassware - tall or low, a napkin or

a tablecloth; objects that are related to her personal-familial history,

or that have been randomly bound to it. The artist uses light and a subtle
harnessing of the sun’s orbit in the sky and the four seasons to record
relationships between objects and between the objects and herself.

Her poetic work with light invokes within me thoughts of music and breath-
a heavy and hot light or one that is cold and clear, the deep sound of a cello
echoing in the basement, a single flute trill in the bright attic light, a heavy
breath morphing into steam on a window. The smell of time standing still;

high notes of bow strings.

Ben Dov’s light on the formal arrangement of objects reveals the Genius Loci*

of all that is absent from the photographs yet define its boundaries —

her home, with its rooms and openings, time and the changes it dictates in
the various spaces, the development and growth of relations between the
objects among themselves and how life binds them to her. In its mysterious
way and relationship with the world beyond it, photography can stretch
around all these spaces and preserve them in matter.

The Polaroid waited for 17 years in the fridge.

Since she gave birth to her son, until removing it from its case so the light sensitive
substance could collect the flowers (strongly deviating towards magenta because time
hadn't skipped over it either). Three frames are collated like quanta which allot every
action, emotion, or segment of life, evidence of photography’s most essential raw
material alongside light: Time. The time the image was taken, the time we look at it,
and all the time that is passing in between. The attendee-absentee time is the meaning
of the affinity, the bridge on which, given sufficient duration, love can crystalize.

The tension and relations between the frozen fish and the refrigerator that froze it,

the hand that removed it and placed it on the cutting board. Affinity is the story of the
blue window through which light penetrates; the house that circles around the table;
the family that will or will not eat the fruit; whether it will rot on the table; the feeling of
the grape being cut off the stem; the aging of an eggplant and a book (and a man and a
woman and life that ends in death); a flower losing its stature; the journey a folded napkin
has gone through until its resting place on the table, and the intention behind binding in
white fabrics. In which life situations have we bound like that?

Duality

In this small world, time/light are not the only two bodies circling around each other.
Beside them, sometimes tangled within each other at some distance, body-mind and
spirit-matter dualities circle. These are embodied in and revealed through the artist’s
position as a stoically attentive observer, in what civilization might formulate in other
contexts as a grocery list on a simple piece of paper. Observing with a vigilant gaze and a
lucid mind is a practical act that leads to Ataraxia - unperturbedness which, for the stoics,
meant perfect harmony with the world, a flow of life. Ben-Dov’s work unfolds before me
like cloth spread over table, a single thread of thought worded through different
perspectives, a recognition that understands itself through the photographic action,

an observation deciphering its foundations and slow percolation like water trickeling into
the body. The entire ripening of man is illuminated with the nearing passing ripening of
the orange.

According to Marcus Aurelius**, all a person needs is common sense in the present
moment, taking the right actions in the present moment, and calmly accepting
everything in the present moment, including uncontrollable things. In one moment,

a small hook takes hold of the history of things,

a letter-in-a-word-in-a-sentence-in-a-story-in-a-house in a neighborhood, city,
country, continent, and civilization. Within a family and within one heart are four
chambers: Foundations, a basement, an attic, and the time at which everyone is safely
folded inside it.

* Genius Loci: In Latin - the divine being or spirit protecting a place.
The West uses this term to describe a place’s unique atmosphere and spirit.
* Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus:
Emperor of Rome from 161 to his death in 180 AD; a prominent philosopher and thinker in the later Stoic school.









14

15









23

X111 7W X970 TNRYND 17N NX

TN 'V TNIX 1J7,712WD

TVY7 X1970 1NTNW ,012T XXNN7 1721 17W X197702
N30 N2 NNIINN DX DXV 7X 72177 1Tn
N1TN NT2 D1 N7V INWI

22X 7N7 TN VN0

QMI171XN INT 70 N2 JWNNI

T VAN DX W7 W72 171XD

22 MIX NNhInY

22



24

25



27 26



29

28






33

TTIAN N7V 1NNX X210
D12 N0 NN DY

TTNT1Ay2 0MoO0 11D ,1XD

D'T2IN INIX 1727 DX 1INWD
NJ17 NNOLY 101N XIXIN NN

NINTIX N9IXT7 - NNIX Y011 1T NIX N2 QU1

DY7NIX 130 1INIXI

W7 N7 X710 17X X

VOWNN NX 13JTIX2 TN NN

N1I1Y N1OWA N7’ = 178X N0INIYW NI311IN2

32



37

36



39

38



719NN 1AX TN NN L a71Nn2a

DT TION NIXT7N NN7YW DY

TION7,07T 12N7 WWOX X ,IX TNIAN X7

-INIX NNY DVO 721 NNV M

.07 TI9N 17 NXaN

41

40









47

46



48

49



51 50






55

54






59

58



60

61



63

62






66

67



68

69






72

73



75

T4






79

78




81

80



83

82



85

84



87

86



88

89






93

92



95

94



97

96

1702 D TIAX7190 ' 0w 17
V17 79N 110 17
701177 D171%N

MYV 7X NTA DTN 1IX

NIYIINN 7X1 = 4/5 01 NN7xn 7X

ANINN YN N7INNN NN



1 N7y

2021 ,071Tan 12PN N7 o - 67 NV

22021,(1) mv7T1 - 69 DV

2021 ,(2) nv71 - 70 NV

2021,(3) mv7T1 - 71 ny

2023 JN1tn 1900 - 72 ny

2023 NN X77 - 73Ny

2022 ,wTN N7M 7V 7'xXN - 74 Ny

2023, 00111 0191710 - 76,77 Dy

2022 ,XnX 7Y NON 7V XN IN17 - 78 Ny

2021 ,0717 19191 0DIX - (1117V) 81 DV

2021 7717719 n171171 0IIX - (MNNN) 81 ny
2021 00~ (117y) 83 ny

2023 ,0'00 Non1 IN71YW 7y 0190 - (INNN) 83 NV
2022 ,11m17 1XN12INX 91710 - 84 NV

2022 0710071 - 85 ny

2022 ,n'75M 1751 7110 91710 - 86 NV

2023 ,m717171 - 87 ny

2023 ,(0127 0'N19 7w 7X%) NN X77 - 88 ny

nt
2023 (1) T1x719 - 93 ny

2023 (2) T1X719 - 95 Ny
2023 (3) Tnx710 - 97 ny

2023 ,0171N> 01190

 NITION

2013 ,potwiowwmun - 12,13 ny
2013 127 71 - 150V

2013 ,0w1an - 16 ny

2013 ,0x1 18 - nv

2013 ,n127 non 7v nma - 19 ny
2013 ,0770 - 20,21 ny

2013 0m D121 17N - 24 DY

2014 37 - 251y

2014 0o - 26,27 ny

2015 00 - 29 ny

2014 o7 n7n - 30,31 ny

2016 ,0 NI0D1D MW 10D - 34 Ny
2016 ,77x¥n - 35 ny

2015 Wwx3 - 36,37 ny

2013 ,0uxn - 38 ny

2016 , 011 - 39 Ny

2016 ,07 19N - 41 Ny

:9nNan

2015 D207 23y - 45 ny

2019 ;7110 21Md- 47 0y

2018 ,0121nX 0'OT 0OV 190 - 49 ny

2019 ;712772 Dy ON1T VAo - 50 ny

2020 ,nana 1177377 DY XV ;77T - 51 ny
2020 , 0471101y - 52 ny

2021 ,xn 710377701 0IX - 53 NV

2020 ,AN1TX N1I70 DV MXV ;71T - 55 ny
2020 ,023v NNIN DV MYV 17710 T — 56,57 ny
2022 ,AN1i71 NON 7V DIVIXNIT7 - 59 Ny
2023 ,xnX 7w 071 0V WXV 17T - (IN7v) 61 ny
2022 ,0nnxn 071V - (MNnnn) 61 ny

2015 071 D7 - 62 NV

2015 xn1 DmIn'7 nwmN - 63 NY

07T






